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• Section 1. Establishes the short title of the bill, as the Overseas Voting Education and 

Reform, Safeguarding Every American’s Vote Act (OVERSEAS Vote Act). 
 

Overseas Voting Requirements 
 
• Section 2. Bans states from requiring witnessing or notarization of ballot return envelopes 

for military and overseas voters. 
 
• Section 3. Eliminates the application for a state absentee ballot as a condition for casting a 

federal write-in absentee ballot. 
 
• Section 4. Establishes that a voter’s ballot request is a permanent request. Currently, ballot 

requests are limited to 2 election cycles, and voters must resend their ballot request after that 
time elapses. If a ballot is returned as undeliverable, the bill does not require states to 
continue sending ballots to those addresses for subsequent elections. 

 
Education and Outreach to Overseas Voters 
 

• Section 5. Creates a $5 million competitive grant for nonpartisan organizations to conduct 
outreach, and to provide information and assistance to overseas civilian citizens. The focus 
is on civilian overseas voters as there is no infrastructure currently in place to outreach to 
those voters. 

 
• Section 6(a). Requires executive agencies with overseas personnel to do timely outreach to 

their personnel with respect to voter registration and voting.   
 

• Section 6(b). Requires Secretary of State to ensure that passports include a page describing 
the voting rights of overseas Americans, including a list of resources if they seek additional 
information.  

 
Voting Eligibility for Americans Born Abroad 
 

• Section 7. Allows Americans to vote even if they have never resided in the U.S. (i.e. 
Americans born abroad to citizen parents). 

 
 
 
 
 


